[Substance P in the sputum of patients with chronic obstructive pulmonary disease and occupational exposure to respiratory irritants].
The role of tachykininis in airway inflammation has been extensively demonstrated in experimental animal models, but evidence in humans is very sparse. The aim of this study was first to quantify the content of substance P (SP) in sputum of a group of patients, with chronic obstructive pulmonary disease and with exposure to occupational irritants. Secondly, to compare them with sputum SP content of a group of control subjects.